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Trip Profile: Allagash Wilderness Waterway 
Umsaskis Lake to Allagash Village (6 days / 5 nights) 

 
About the Allagash Wilderness Waterway: 
The Allagash Wilderness Waterway is one of a handful of rivers in the northern hemisphere that flows south to north. This has confounded many a paddler 
who attempted to start their excursion at the northern most point of the waterway, assuming they’d be traveling south. One of the many reasons to hire a 
Registered Maine Guide. The waterway is teaming with wildlife (eagles, moose, deer, etc.), outstanding scenery and provides rich history of Maine’s lumbering 
industry. While this is an authentic Northwoods, off the grid experience, Ranger Stations are located along the way in the event their services are required. 
 
About the Excursion: 
There are many points to begin this “adventure of a lifetime”. This excursion is designed to be of reasonable duration yet challenging, to ensure our clients 
have a true wilderness experience.  
 
Our put-in is Sandy Point, on the north end of Umsaskis Lake (middle, left of enclosed map or click: https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parksearch/PropertyGuides/Maps/FullSize/aww-map.pdf, allowing 
you to zoom in for details). Along the way there are a few portages (where we carry our gear around river obstacles), each of which is relatively short (the max 
being a few hundred yards at Allagash Falls). Camping is at primitive sites along the waterway, which have a fire-pit, picnic table and outhouse. 
 
Our end-point is Allagash Village, or, depending on our progress and the state of the group, we could continue on the St. John River to the town of St. Francis. 
This point can remain flexible and decided upon during the trip. 
 
Cooking is done mostly over open fire. Every effort is made to provide tasty and nutritious meals. After a long day of paddling, meals such as steak, chicken or 
beans and hotdogs hit the spot. Let us know (on the attached client profile form) if you have dislikes or dietary restrictions: we will strive to meet your 
requirements. 
 
During the trip, participants will learn camping and canoeing skills, best achieved by your helping to portage, setup camp, gather wood and other typical 
camping / canoeing-related activities. With this approach, we are able to offer a reduced cost, and you go away with a much greater sense of appreciation. 
 
What is Included? 

Meals and snacks which will be packed for and consumed while on the waterway (see details in Logistics section below). 
Gear and related supplies for camping, cooking and eating, as well as first aid and a satellite phone for use in an emergency. 
Canoes, paddles and life preservers. 
Northwoods road-use and camping fees. 
Instructions on camping and handling a canoe. 
In short, a fully equipped, guided tour of Maine’s most alluring and remote waterway. 

 
What is NOT included? 

Personal gear (a.k.a. your packing list) for 6 days and 5 nights of camping / canoeing: 
 

Leather boots or hiking shoes Knife 
Sneakers, sandals or water shoes (that you aren’t afraid of getting wet & muddy) Flashlight (or headlamp) and extra batteries 
2-3 changes of clothes (include extra socks). Nylon pants & shirts recommended Sleeping bag rated for 20 degrees less than coldest temperatures expected 
Hats (1-to keep sun off head and 2-stocking hat for warmth while sleeping) Sleeping pad (Thermarest) 
Swimsuit Toiletry kit 
Quality 2-piece rain gear (Gortex or similar. Cheap gear shreds after 1-2 wears) Waterproof / dry bag(s) for personal gear (no more than 2, 40-Litre bags) 
Medications / Spare eye glasses Small backpack for anything you’d like ready-access to, on the waterway 
25ʹ of thin line / paracord (for drying clothes, etc.) Camera with waterproof container 
Water purification method & water bottle Map of the Allagash Wilderness Waterway 
Insect repellent and sunblock Optional: Fishing equipment, cloth gloves (for paddling), life preserver 

(included, but you may have one that you’d prefer) and head net (for flies). Sweat suit or micro fleece and lizard skins (for cold weather) – May want to bring 
a warm jacket and wool socks if early / late in the season. Ask your guide. 

 
Canoe space is limited. Please bring ONLY what is necessary (see above list). Non-essential items which don’t fit in the canoes will be left behind. 
 
Incidental costs which you may incur on the way to the start (put-in) or from the end of the waterway excursion, include: 

• Transportation to / from northern Maine 
• Meals when we are not on the waterway (additional details in the Logistics section below) 
• Personal gear, including any you may have forgotten and need to purchase 
• Fishing license (if you plan to fish), which can be acquired online at: https://moses.informe.org/cgi-bin/online/moses_v3/index 

 
Cost: $1,250 to $1,750 per person (depending on the size of the group) 

25% deposit required to reserve your guide and related gear for the agreed upon dates. Remaining amount is due 15 days prior to the trip start date. 
Cancellations received greater than 30 days in advance of the start date of the trip will be fully refunded. 
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Logistics and Related: 
 
A minimum of 6 people required (including your guide and others recruited by your guide); otherwise the trip will be cancelled or rescheduled. 
 
Day 1 – We drive / caravan (our personal vehicles) to the town of St. Francis, in northern Maine, where we spend our first night (at Pelletier’s Campground) and 
conduct an orientation session. Car-pooling is encouraged. If necessary, last minute provisions can be acquired. * Meals not included on day 1. 
 
Day 2 – Our outfitter (Pelletier’s Campground) will transport us south, with our gear, to the put-in (using their vehicles on the rough, Northwoods roads). * 
Breakfast not included on day 2. 
 
Day 2 to 5 – We will be canoeing and camping on the waterway. All meals and snacks are included (other than the exceptions noted in this section). 
 
Day 5 – We end our canoe trip at Allagash Village or St. Francis (depending on our progress and the state of the group) and spend our final night at Pelletier’s 
Campground. * Dinner on day 5 is not included. 
 
Day 6 – We drive home from northern Maine. If interested, we can stop at the Lumbermen’s Museum along the way (click here to learn more: 
http://www.lumbermensmuseum.org). Fee to enter the museum (if desired) and * meals on day 6 are not included. 
 
* Meals not included (per above) can be acquired while we are in civilization, as follows: 

• On the drive to/from northern Maine. 
• While in St. Francis (where we’ll be staying the first and last night) there is a diner and general store within short walking distance. 

 
Important: For most of the trip (specifically days 2-5) we will be off the grid - NO cell service, electricity or running water. 
 
Classification of Rapids we will experience. 
 

• Class I – Class I rapids are appropriate for all ages. There are no significant waves or significant obstacles. This water is very calm, typically flat water. 
• Class II – Class II rapids are known as easy rapids. These rapids have regular waves, clear passages and wide channels. 
• We will portage (carry our gear around) any sections of the waterway above Class II, for the safety of our participants and gear. 

 
Weather & Temperatures: Below are historical temperatures (average highs and lows) for the northern-most point of our excursion. You are STRONGLY 
encouraged to pack for the worst possible weather (rain) and temperature (cold), as the nights can be cool (even in summer)! Nylon pants and shirts are highly 
recommended vs. cotton, as they do not retain moisture. 
 

           
 

Temperature ranges for the month of August are similar to June and July. 
 
In summary, your cost includes 6 days of 100% dedicated service from your Registered Maine Guide, the necessary canoe/camping gear specified, 10 
wholesome meals, snacks as well as a wilderness experience to complete your adventure of a lifetime, on the Allagash Wilderness Waterway.  
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Trip Registration / Client Profile Form 
Start Date (_____________) / End Date (_____________) 

 
Name and Age: 
 
Address: 
 
Phone (Cell is preferred): 
 
Email: 
 
Emergency Contact (someone who will NOT be on the trip): 

Name: 
 
Phone (Cell is preferred): 
 
Relationship to you: 

 
To ensure we consider important factors about you, we ask for the following additional info, which we commit to keeping confidential. 
 
Do you have any dietary restrictions?       Y / N (Circle one) 

If so, please specify. 
 

 
Do you have any physical or medical conditions your guide should be aware of?   Y / N (Circle one) 

If so, please specify. 
 

 
Outdoor experience (camping, canoeing): 

• Have you been camping?        Y / N (Circle one) 
o If so, at a primitive site?       Y / N (Circle one) 

• Have you been canoeing?        Y / N (Circle one) 
o If so, have you:  steered (from the stern / rear of the canoe)? Y / N (Circle one) 

steered in Class II rapids?    Y / N (Circle one) 
• Can you swim?         Y / N (Circle one) 

 
 
On a scale of 1 to 10, how physically fit do you consider yourself? Please circle one. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
          Least Fit                    Very Fit 
 
 
Please share any additional information, questions or concerns you may have in the space below (or feel free to call / email us). 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: 

• One form must be completed for each person participating in the excursion. 
• Each participant (or guardian) must sign a liability waiver, which will be provided separately. 

 
Signature (Confirming you agree to the terms and understand the nature of this excursion): _______________________________ / Date: ________________ 
 

Please print your name if you are signing for someone under 18 years of age:       _______________________________ 


